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INTRODUCTION
The cooking pot ? la steatite ( fig. 1 ), first documented in Iron I levels at Ras Ibn Hani, takes its name from the distinctive fabric used there in its manufacture. The fabric is a mix of gray clay and steatite temper, known before this time only from the Maison aux Alb?tres at Late Bronze Age (LBA) Ras Shamra, where it was used in the production of three large "cauldrons."1 At Ras Ibn Hani, however, the cauldrons do not appear; the fabric is used only to make the holemouth cooking pots and thick, low-rimmed plates, possibly baking trays.2
This same holemouth cooking pot, in a similar ste atite and gray clay fabric, was subsequently recognized in Iron Age contexts at other Levantine coastal sites.
Here it was referred to instead as the band-handled cooking pot (BHCP), in reference to its distinctive flat handles. This is indeed a much more appropriate moniker for these vessels. The epithet a la steatite is somewhat misleading in that it places too much em phasis on what was in reality an ephemeral temper, oc curring only briefly in the lifespan of the form, rather than focusing on other more consistent stylistic and typological features that better define both the nature and the function of the vessel. These other features persisted and were preserved for centuries and as such are much more helpful in the classification of the cook ing pot while also providing some hints at its origins. The cooking pot ? la steatite, therefore, should best be considered a subset of a larger BHCP class that boasts a unique set of diagnostic features. al. 1979, fig. 27 .1). Venturi (2000, 528) and the excavators of Tell Afis acknowledge the similarities between the BHCP and the coastal cooking pot ? la steatite yet assign the holemouth cooking pots to the lineage of holemouth vessels known from LBA Porsuk. The Porsuk cooking pots appear both in the typi cal local cooking fabric and a "sandy" ware, the latter sharing some characteristics of the BHCP's gray ware (in the use of dark slip and occasional polish). However, the fabric and con struction of the Porsuk vessels is more consistent with coarsely The broad distribution and geographic trajectory outlined above should certainly dispel the notion that the BHCP is a limited coastal phenomenon. As to its [AJA 112 At Ras Ibn Hani, the cooking pot does seem to ap 
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